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RENEWABLE ENERGY COMMITMENTS 
420. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the minister’s answer to question without notice 399 asked yesterday, 16 August, on the election 
commitments made by the now government to spend $19.5 million on a wave energy plant in Albany, $30 million 
on a solar farm in Collie and $30 million on a biomass energy plant in Collie, in which he stated that the final 
details will be revealed “following an appropriate process to determine the best options”. 
(1) Can the minister confirm that his answer indicates that the government has committed a total of 

$80 million to these three energy projects prior to having any idea about how much energy they will 
generate and at what cost, or how they will be integrated into the south west integrated system? 

(2) Can the minister also confirm that his answer indicates that despite spending $80 million of taxpayers’ 
money on additional capacity in a system that is already oversupplied, it is expected to have no 
“material impact” on existing generation plant? 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. On behalf of the minister representing the Minister for Energy, 
I provide the following answer. 
(1)–(2) The minister can confirm that the WA Labor government has made a range of commitments to renewable 

energy and to economic development in regional areas. The projects will be developed by following an 
appropriate process to determine the best options to bring new renewable energy generation into the south 
west interconnected system in accordance with the commitments made at the last state election. These 
commitments will be implemented with a view to ensuring that an appropriate balance between supply 
security, reliability, safety and affordability is met. 
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